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Missing Person
Verlyn Flieger
W hile th e  f i c t i v e  m ytho logy  o f J .R .R . T o lk ie n , 
e s p e c ia l ly  The L ord  o f th e  R in g s , ow es a  c le a r  d e b t to  
C e lt ic  and G erm anic m yth and f a i r y  t a l e ,  th e  
p u b lic a tio n  o f  The S i lm a r i l l io n  and U n fin ish e d  T a le s  
m akes in c r e a s in g ly  p la in  th e  C h r is tia n  b a s is  o f h is  
w o rk . H is m y th ic  cosm os h a s  a  God ( E r u / I lu v a ta r ) , 
a n g e ls  ( th e  V a la r ) , a  S a ta n  (M elk o r/M o rg o th ) and th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r is t ia n  e le m e n ts  o f te m p ta tio n , 
tr a n s g r e s s io n , s in  and s a lv a t io n . One im p o rta n t 
e le m e n t, h o w ev er, i s  m iss in g  —  th e  c h ie f  a c to r  in  th e  
dram a and th e  c e n tr a l  e v e n t in  th e  m y th . T h ere  i s  no 
C h r is t .  And th e r e f o r e ,  th e r e  i s  no s in g le  moment when 
h is  h is to r y  tu r n s  a  c o r n e r , no one a c t  w h ich  m akes 
e v e ry th in g  w hich  com es a f t e r  d i f f e r e n t  from  w hat came 
b e fo r e . I  h av e s a id  th e r e  i s  s a lv a t io n , b u t a n e c e s s a ry  
d i s t i n c t i o n  m ust be made h e re  b etw een  s a lv a tio n  and 
re d e m p tio n , betw een  a  s a v io r  and  a  re d e e m e r. F o r w h ile  
T o lk ie n 's  m yth h a s  a  num ber o f  s a v io u r s , i t  h a s  no one 
re d e e m e r. Redeem , a c c o rd in g  to  The A m erican H e rita g e  
D ic tio n a ry  [1 ] com es from  L a tin  re d im e re , " to  buy 
b a c k ,"  th a t  i s ,  to  r e g a in , by p a y in g  a  p r i c e ,  w hat h a s 
been l o s t  o r  s o ld . S a v e , from  L a tin  s a lv a r e , s a lv u s , 
" s a f e ,"  m eans " to  re s c u e  from  harm , to  b r in g  to  a  s a f e  
c o n d it io n ."  T h e re  a r e  a  num ber o f  s a v io u r - f ig u r e s  in  
T o lk ie n 's  w o rk , who re s c u e  o r  make s a f e  t h e i r  w o rld  o r 
t h e i r  co m p an io n s, b u t th e r e  i s  no one c h a r a c te r  who 
buys b ack  f o r  a l l  tim e  w hat h a s  b een  l o s t .
T h is  i s  d e l ib e r a t e .  T o lk ie n 's  s t a te d  in te n t io n  was 
to  o m it from  h is  w ork any o v e r t r e f e r e n c e  to  r e l ig io n  
o r  r e l ig io u s  p r a c t ic e s  in  h is  im a g in a ry  w o rld . [2 ] F o r 
he s a id :  "M yth and f a i r y - s to r y  m u s t, a s  a l l  a r t ,  
r e f l e c t  and c o n ta in  in  s o lu tio n  e le m e n ts  o f  m o ra l and 
r e l ig io u s  t r u th  ( o r  e r r o r ) ,  b u t n o t e x p l i c i t ,  n o t in  
th e  known form  o f  th e  p rim a ry  'r e a l '  w o rld ."  ( TLOT, p . 
1 7 2 ).
To p o in t up th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  o m is s io n , l e t  me 
c o n tr a s t  T o lk ie n  w ith  som eone to  whom h e i s  o f te n  
co m p ared , C .S . L ew is. L ew is and T o lk ie n  —  f r ie n d s , 
f e l lo w - C h r is t ia n s , w r i te r s  o f  m y th ic  f a n ta s y  —  
a p p ro a c h  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  r e l ig io u s  r e f e r e n c e  in  t h e i r  
f i c t i o n  d i f f e r e n t ly ,  and th e  d if f e r e n c e  i s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e a c h . Two o f  L e w is 's  m y th o lo g ic a l 
f a n t a s ie s ,  The L io n , th e  W itc h , and th e  W ard ro b e, and 
P e re la n d ra . h av e —  ea c h  in  i t s  own way —  a  c e n tr a l  
e v e n t w h ich  i s  c o n s c io u s ly  and  d e l ib e r a te ly  m odeled on 
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  In  The L io n , th e  W itch , and th e  W ardrobe, 
th e  l i o n ,  A s la n , s a c r i f i c e s  h im s e lf  by o f f e r in g  to  d ie  
in  th e  p la c e  o f  Edm und, a  s in n in g  m o rta l e n tic e d  in to  
e v i l  by a  te m p tin g  fe m a le , J a d is  th e  W hite W itc h , who 
o f f e r s  him  a  fo rb id d e n  c o m e s tib le . When A slan  d ie s  f o r  
Edmund, th e  s to n e  ta b le  b re a k s , Edmund i s  red eem ed , 
d e a th  ru n s  backw ard and A slan  i s  r e s u r r e c te d . The 
re f e r e n c e  i s  o b v io u s , a s  L ew is c e r t a in ly  in te n d e d  th a t  
i t  sh o u ld  b e . He i s  a  l i t t l e  m ore o b liq u e  in  
P e re la n d ra . b u t n o t m uch. H e re , th e  G reen  Lady i s  
s u b je c te d  to  c o n s id e ra b le  r h e to r ic  by th e  un-m an , w hose 
p e rs u a s iv e  e f f o r t s  a r e  to  g e t h e r  to  d iso b e y  M a le ld i l 's  
p r o h ib it io n  and s le e p  on th e  f ix e d  la n d . She i s  sav ed  
from  t h i s  e r r o r  by Ransom ( h i s  name a  f a i r l y  o b v io u s  
pun) w ho, in  t h i s  c a s e , p re v e n ts  th e  F a l l  r a th e r  th a n  
red eem in g  h u m an ity  a f t e r  i t .
We w il l  s e a rc h  in  v a in  th ro u g h  T o lk ie n 's  m ytho logy  
f o r  any  su ch  s p e c i f i c i t y .  T o lk ie n  w an ted  v e ry  much n o t
to  do e x a c tly  w hat L ew is w anted  v e ry  much to  d o , and 
b o th , I  s u s p e c t, f o r  th e  sam e re a s o n : e ach  w as in
s e a rc h  o f  a  p a r t ic u l a r  (th o u g h  f o r  e a c h , a  d i f f e r e n t )  
re s p o n se  from  h is  r e a d e r . L ew is w an ted  to  be d i r e c t ;  
T o lk ie n  w anted  to  be i n d i r e c t .  L ew is w an ted  to  p u t h is  
re a d e r  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  e v e n ts  o f J u d e o -C h r is tia n  
m y th o lo g y ; T o lk ie n  w an ted  h is  r e a d e r  to  f in d  them  f o r  
h im s e lf . L ew is com es c lo s e  to  a lle g o r y ; T o lk ie n  s ta y s  
n e a re r  to  m e ta p h o r. T o lk ie n 's  w ork i s  in v e s te d  w ith  
C h r is tia n  m ean in g , b u t d ev o id  o f  any re - u s e  o f  s p e c i f ic  
C h r is tia n  e v e n ts , and e s p e c ia lly  The E v e n t.
A m ore a r t i s t i c ,  l e s s  te c h n ic a l  re a s o n  f o r  
T o lk ie n 's  o m iss io n  h a s  to  do w ith  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  
w o rld  w hich  T o lk ie n  h a s  c r e a te d , and th e  way n w hich  
i t s  e le m e n ts  i n t e r a c t .  He e x p la in e d  t h i s  in  a  l e t t e r  to  
a r e a d e r :
I  su p p o se  a  d if f e r e n c e  betw een  t h i s  M yth and 
w hat may be p e rh a p s  c a lle d  C h r is tia n  
m ytho logy  i s  t h i s .  In  th e  l a t t e r  th e  F a l l  o f 
Man i s  su b se q u e n t to  and a  co n seq u en ce  
(th o u g h  n o t a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n seq u en ce ) o f  th e  
'F a l l  o f  th e  A n g e ls ': a  r e b e l l io n  o f c re a te d  
f r e e - w i l l  a t  a  h ig h e r  le v e l  th a n  Man; b u t i t  
i s  n o t c le a r ly  h e ld  (an d  in  many v e rs io n s  i s  
n o t h e ld  a t  a l l )  t h a t  t h i s  a f f e c te d  th e  
'W o rld ' in  i t s  n a tu r e : e v i l  w as b ro u g h t in  
from  o u ts id e , by S a ta n . In  t h i s  M yth th e  
r e b e l l io n  o f  c re a te d  f r e e - w i l l  p re c e d e s  th e  
 c r e a t io n  o f th e  w o rld  (E a ); and Ea h a s  in  i t ,  
s u b c r e a tiv e ly  in tro d u c e d , e v i l ,  r e b e l l io n s , 
d is c o rd a n t e le m e n ts  o f  i t s  own n a tu re  a lre a d y  
when th e  L e t i t  Be w as sp o k e n . The F a l l  o r 
c o r r u p tio n , th e r e f o r e ,  o f a l l  th in g s  in  i t  
and a l l  in h a b i ta n ts  o f i t ,  w as a  p o s s ib i l i t y ,  
i f  n o t in e v i ta b l e .  ( TLOT. p p . 2 8 6 -2 8 7 )
Thus th e  n a tu re  o f  T o lk ie n 's  w o rld  d e r iv e s  
d i r e c t l y  from  th e  r e b e l l io n  and th e  d is c o rd  w hich 
p re c e d e d  and in  la r g e  m easu re  sh ap ed  i t .  The s t r i f e  i s  
a lr e a d y  in  th e  M usic w hich  i s  th e  b lu e p r in t  f o r  
c r e a t io n , b u t th e r e  by M e lk o r 's  d e f ia n c e  o f E r u 's  them e 
and h is  in s is te n c e  on in tro d u c in g  a  them e o f h is  ow n. 
The F a l l  o c c u rs  b e fo re  h is to r y  b e g in s .
T o lk ie n 's  ap p ro a c h  i s  to  b u ild  on t h i s  f i r s t  F a l l  
a  s e r i e s  o f  l e s s e r  F a l l s ,  e ach  th e  co n seq u en ce  in  some 
way o f  th e  one b e fo re  i t ,  e ach  o f  w hich  b r in g s  e v i l ,  
b u t none o f  w h ich  w reak s i r r e p a r a b le  dam age on h u m an ity  
—  th a t  i s ,  a l l  o f  th e  F re e  P e o p le s  —  a s  a  w h o le . 
F i r s t  o f  th e  l e s s e r  F a l l s  i s  th a t  o f F e a n o r, th e  e lv e n  
sm ith  who r e f u s e s  to  g iv e  b ack  th e  l i g h t .  N ext i s  th a t  
o f  h is  p e o p le , th e  N o ld o r, w ho, a s  a  co n seq u en ce  o f  h is  
r e f u s a l ,  d e fy  th e  a n g e lic  pow ers to  le a v e  Aman, th e  
h o ly  p la c e , f o r  d a rk en ed  M id d le -e a r th . The o n ly  F a l l  
w h ich  in  any way re se m b le s  th e  J u d e o -C h r is tia n  one i s  
th e  F a l l  o f  th e  Men o f N um enor, w e ll a lo n g  in  T o lk ie n 's  
h i s to r y ,  when th e y  d e fy  a  p r o h ib i t io n , th e  Ban o f th e  
V a la r , and s e t  fo o t in  th e  U ndying L an d s. B ut u n lik e  
th e  J u d e o -C h r is tia n  s e q u e n c e , t h i s  i s  a  co n seq u en ce  o f 
e v i l  r a th e r  th a n  th e  g e n e s is  o f  i t ,  and o c c u rs  to w ard  
th e  end o f  th e  m y th , n o t a t  th e  b e g in n in g .
C o ro lla ry  to  th e s e  le s s e r  F a l l s  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f 
l e s s e r  s a lv a t io n s , p a r t i a l  re s c u e s  in  w hich  h u m an ity ,
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o r  a  p o r t io n  th e r e o f ,  i s  saved  from  e v i l ,  b u t in  each  
c a se  o n ly  te m p o r a r i ly .  T hese a r e  im p o r ta n t e p is o d e s  in  
T o lk i e n 's  s t o r y ,  b u t i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  each  i s  a 
momentary r e p r i e v e ,  th e  w inn ing  o f  a  b a t t l e ,  b u t n o t o f  
th e  w ar. A n a ly s is  o f  fo u r  exam ples o f  su ch  l e s s e r  
s a lv a t i o n  w i l l  show to  w hat d e g re e  each  a p p ro x im a te s  
th e  C h r i s t i a n  m odel, and how and why each  d e p a r t s  from  
i t .
The f i r s t  o f  th e  s a v io u r s  i s  E a r e n d i l ,  whose 
coming i s  adum brated  th ro u g h  much o f  The S i l m a r i l l i o n . 
E a re n d i l  i s  h a l f - e l v e n ,  a  b le n d  o f  T o lk i e n 's  two m ajo r 
r a c e s ,  son o f  an  e lv e n  p r i n c e s s ,  I d r i l ,  and a  m o r ta l  
man, T u o r. T o lk i e n 's  h a l f - e l v e n  a r e  a d e l i b e r a t e  
in te r m ix tu r e  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  and th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l ,  and 
evoke a l l  th o s e  h e ro e s  o f  myth and l i t e r a t u r e  from  
T heseus to  A c h i l l e s  who a r e  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  a  u n io n  
betw een a god o r  goddess and a m o r ta l .  The C h r i s t i a n  
h e ro  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  C h r i s t ,  b e g o tte n  o f  God, bo rn  to  
M ary.
E a r e n d i l 's  p a r t  in  th e  m ythology  i s  to  in t e r c e d e  
w ith  th e  V a la r  on b e h a lf  o f  Men and E lv e s .  He i s  a 
p e t i t i o n e r  p le a d in g  p ardon  f o r  th e  N oldor and 
f o r g iv e n e s s  and mercy f o r  b o th  o f  T o lk i e n 's  r a c e s .  He 
i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  " th e  lo o k ed  f o r  t h a t  com eth a t  
u n aw are s , th e  longed  f o r  t h a t  com eth beyond h o p e ."  [3 ] 
When h i s  m is s io n  i s  s u c c e s s f u l ly  c o m p le te d , he i s  
l i f t e d  up "even  i n t o  th e  o cean s  o f  h e a v e n ."  (T S, p . 
2 5 0 ) . A b s tr a c te d  from  th e  s to r y  he lo o k s  rem ark ab ly  
C h r i s t l i k e .  He i s  o f  n a tu r a l  and s u p e r n a tu r a l  
p a re n ta g e ;  h i s  coming h a s  been p ro p h e s ie d ; he comes 
u n e x p e c te d ly ; h i s  m iss io n  i s  to  sav e  h u m an ity ; and 
f i n a l l y ,  he i s  l i f t e d  up i n t o  th e  h eav en s  w here he and 
th e  je w e l he w e a rs , th e  S i l m a r i l ,  beome a l i g h t  u n to  
men.
But in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  s to r y  th e s e  a l l u s i o n s  to  
C h r i s t  r e c e d e ,  w h ile  th e  e v e n ts  and background  
su r ro u n d in g  them p ro v id e  a  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e .  The 
i n t e r c e s s io n  o f  th e  V a la r  i s  te m p o ra ry , and d o es n o t 
work f o r  a l l  t im e .  U n lik e  J e s u s ,  E a re n d i l  m a r r ie s ,  and 
when he voyages th ro u g h  th e  h e a v e n s , h i s  w if e ,  E lw ing , 
w a i ts  f o r  h im . By "h eav en s"  T o lk ie n  p l a i n ly  means th e  
sky a s  seen  from  e a r t h ,  n o t th e  abode o f  God. E a r e n d i l ,  
l i k e  s i m i l a r  f i g u r e s  in  b o th  A m erican In d ia n  and 
n o r th e rn  E uropean myth and le g e n d , i s  th e  
p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  a s t a r ,  th e  e v en in g  and m orning s t a r  
w hich o u r u n -m y th ic  c u l t u r e  i d e n t i f i e s  a s  th e  p la n e t  
V enus. And w h ile  th e  l i g h t  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i g h t  s t a r  
r e a d i ly  t r a n s l a t e s  in t o  a  s p i r i t u a l  m etaphor ( a s  i t  d id  
f o r  th e  A nglo-Saxon poem C r i s t  w hich p ro b a b ly  gave 
T o lk ie n  th e  c o n c e p t [ 4 ] ) ,  i t  h a s  o th e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a s  
w e l l .  The N orse  form  o f  th e  name i s  O rv a n d il ,  and 
O r v a n d i l s - t a  i s  O r v a n d i l 's  f ro z e n  t o e ,  b roken  o f f  by 
th e  god T hor and f lu n g  i n t o  th e  sk y , w here i t  rem ained  
a s  a s t a r .  [5 ]  Thus th e  name and t h e r e f o r e  th e  f i g u r e ,  
h as  a s  much a  pagan a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  a s p e c t .  I t  seem s 
c l e a r  t h a t  T o lk ie n  i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  m in g lin g  pagan and 
C h r i s t i a n  e le m e n ts  so  t h a t  n e i t h e r  w i l l  p re d o m in a te . 
Both c o n t r ib u t e  som eth ing  to  h i s  s t o r y ,  b u t th e  m eld o f  
th e  two makes T o lk i e n 's  E a re n d i l  i n t o  som eth ing  new 
w hich can  s t i l l  rem ind th e  r e a d e r  o f  som eth ing  o ld .
A no ther c h a r a c t e r  whose a c t i o n s  and a t t r i b u t e s  
seem to  f i t  th e  r o l e  o f  s a v io u r  i s  G a n d a lf . C o n sid e red  
o n ly  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  The Lord o f  th e  R in g s , he  would 
a t  f i r s t  seem to  conform  to  th e  p a t t e r n  b e a u t i f u l l y .  
But we m ust acknow ledge b o th  h i s  p r i o r  i n t r o d u c t io n  in  
The H obb it and h i s  su b s e q u e n t a s s im i l a t i o n  in t o  th e  
m y th ic  p a t t e r n  o f  The S i l m a r i l l i o n . In  The H o b b it he i s  
s im p ly  th e  w iz a rd  and w ise  o ld  man who t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
a id s  th e  h e ro  o f  th e  f a i r y  t a l e .  W ith th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  The L ord o f  th e  R ings T o lk ie n  wove him in t o  th e
f a b r i c  o f  h i s  cosm ology a s  one o f  t h e  I s t a r i ,  an  o rd e r  
o f  w iz a rd s .
H is  c h a r a c t e r  i s  m ost m em orable i n  The L ord o f  th e  
R in g s , w here h i s  m ost d ra m a tic  a c t  i s  th e  w i l l i n g  
s a c r i f i c e  o f  h im s e lf  to  sa v e  h i s  com panions on th e  
B rid g e  o f  Khazad Dum. H is  o r d e a l  w ith  th e  B a lro g  
in c lu d e s  a  jo u rn e y  i n t o  th e  u n d e rw o rld , a  d e a th ,  and a  
r e s u r r e c t i o n .  M oreover, T o lk i e n 's  n a r r a t i v e  makes i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  he knew w hat was i n  s t o r e  f o r  him and w ent 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  to  m eet i t .  When he r e t u r n s  tra n s fo rm e d  
from  Grey t o  W h ite , he a p p e a rs  f i r s t  to  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  
and th e y  do n o t r e c o g n iz e  h im . The seq u en ce  i s  f a m i l i a r  
to  any r e a d e r  o f  th e  G o sp e ls .
H is  name,, to o ,  i s  e v o c a t iv e .  T o lk ie n  borrow ed i t  
from  th e  c a ta lo g u e  o f  d w a rfs  i n  S n o r r i  S t u r l u s o n 's  
P ro se  E dda. [6 ]  P h i l o l o g i s t  t h a t  he w as, T o lk ie n  
c e r t a i n l y  knew th e  m eanings and re s o n a n c e s  o f  th e  name. 
The u s u a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  G an d a lf  i s  " s o r c e r e r  e l f . "  The 
" s o r c e r e r "  f i t s  w e ll  enough w ith  " w iz a rd "  t o  l e t  i t  
p a s s ,  a lth o u g h  s o r c e ry  i s  m ost o f t e n  l in k e d  w ith  b la c k  
m agic w here w iz a rd ry  i s  n o t .  But i t  i s  th e  a l f ,  n o t th e  
Gand t h a t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  h e r e .  Ja c o b  Grimm p o in t s  o u t 
t h a t  th e  E ld e r  Edda s e v e r a l  t im e s  a s s o c i a t e s  a l f a r  
( t h a t  i s ,  e lv e s )  w ith  a e s i r  ( t h a t  i s ,  g o d s) " a s  th o u g h  
th e y  w ere a  compendium o f  h ig h e r  b e in g s ."  (GTM, p .4 4 3 ) .  
He a l s o  a s s o c i a t e s  a l f  w ith  L a t in  a l b u s . " w h ite  o r  
l i g h t  c o lo r e d ."  The A m erican H e r i ta g e  D ic t io n a ry  t r a c e s  
a l f  back  to  In d o -E u ro p ean  a l b h o - , " w h i t e ."  We can  
s a f e ly  assum e t h a t  T o lk ie n ,  w e ll  aw are o f  t h i s  t r a i l  o f  
m ean in g s , knew w hat was b u i l t  i n t o  th e  name he c h o se  
f o r  th e  f i g u r e ,  and t h a t  even  i f  he made no u se  o f  
th e s e  c o n n o ta t io n s  in  The H o b b it , he know ing ly  u sed  
them  in  The Lord o f  th e  R in g s .
The sum o f  t h i s  e v id e n c e  p o in t s  p e r s u a s iv e ly  t o  an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  G an d a lf  a s  a  k in d  o f  C h r i s t .  He i s  a  
b e in g  o f  l i g h t ,  a s s o c ia te d  w i th ,  o r  co m p arab le  t o  a  
god; he i s  aw are o f  h i s  end b e fo r e  i t  h a p p e n s , and 
a c c e p t s  i t ;  he d i e s ,  i s  r e s u r r e c t e d ,  t r a n s fo rm e d , 
a p p e a rs  to  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  on th e  ro ad  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e  
Fangorn  F o r e s t ) ,  and a t  th e  end o f  th e  book , le a v e s  
b o d ily  f o r  th e  U ndying L an d s.
B ut a g a in ,  a  l a r g e r  c o n te x t  b l u r s  th e  ed g e s  o f  th e  
p a t t e r n .  To b e g in  w i th ,  he  i s  w h o lly  s u p e r n a tu r a l ,  n o t 
a  m o r ta l  man, and  th e r e f o r e  t h e  one c h a r a c t e r  in  th e  
book f o r  whom t h i s  c o n c a te n a t io n  o f  e v e n ts  and 
c i r c u n s ta n c e s  w i l l  seem l e a s t  m ira c u lo u s . H is  r e t u r n  
from  th e  d e a d , f a r  from  b e in g  tru m p e ted  a s  a 
r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  i s  so  w e ll  h id d e n  t h a t  many r e a d e r s  
rem ain  unaw are t h a t  he h a s  d ie d .  M oreover, h i s  f u n c t io n  
w i th in  th e  s t o r y  i s  n o t t o  s a v e ,  b u t to  a ro u s e ,  to  
g a lv a n iz e  i n t o  a c t i o n .  G an d a lf  S torm crow  b r in g s  news o f  
t r o u b le  w here he  g o e s ; he i s  an  a la rm , n o t a  s a l v a t i o n .  
In  T o lk i e n 's  cosm ology he i s  a  k in d  o f  dem igod , one o f  
th e  M a ia r , o r  l e s s e r  V a la r .  H is  t r u e  name i s  O lo r in ,  
f o r  w hich T o lk ie n  s u p p l ie s  no c l e a r  m ean ing . But he 
g lo s s e s  th e  name G an d a lf  a s  " th e  E l f  o f  th e  W and," and 
c i t e s  i t  a s  th e  name by w hich O lo r in  i s  c a l l e d  among 
men. [7 ]  G an d a lf  i s  th u s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f i t t e d  i n t o  th e  
m ythology  w ith in  th e  a n g e l i c  h ie r a r c h y ,  below  E ru  ( t h e  
c r e a t o r )  and th e  V a la r ,  b u t above men and e lv e s ,  and 
o u t s i d e  any p a t t e r n  w hich would encom pass th e  God made 
man who i s  C h r i s t .
N ex t, l e t  u s  c o n s id e r  A ra g o rn , c e r t a i n l y  a  
s a v io u r ,  and one who in  many r e s p e c t s  f i t s  th e  p a t t e r n  
b e t t e r  th a n  G a n d a lf . He i s  m o r ta l ,  a  man, a l b e i t  o f  a  
v e ry  h ig h  o r d e r .  L ik e  E a r e n d i l ,  he  i s  o f  th e  
h a l f - e l v e n ,  and th u s  o f  b o th  n a tu r a l  and s u p e r n a tu r a l  
l i n e a g e .  He i s  a  k in g  com ing t o  c la im  h i s  k ingdom . He 
i s  a  h e a l e r ,  a s  h i s  a c t i o n s  on W ea th e rto p  and in  th e
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H ouses o f  H e a lin g  d e m o n s tr a te .  He can  r a i s e  th e  d e a d , 
o r  th e  a p p a r e n t ly  d e a d , f o r  he  b r in g s  Eowyn, M erry , and 
F a ra m ir  back  from  th e  th r e s h o ld  o f  d e a th  by c a l l i n g  
th em . H is  com ing u s h e r s  i n  a  new e r a  o f  p e a c e .
In  th e  c a s e  o f  A ra g o rn , t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  betw een  
him and  C h r i s t  a r e  a s  much o f  d e g re e  a s  o f  k in d ,  and 
can  o b l iq u e ly  a l l u d e  t o  C h r i s t .  T o lk ie n  h a s  ( I  th i n k  
d e l i b e r a t e l y )  c h o se n  f o r  A rag o rn  a  p a t t e r n  i n t o  w hich 
he and C h r i s t  b o th  f i t ,  b u t  w hich  h a s  a  w id e r  c o n te x t  
th a n  th e  m y tho logy  o f  e i t h e r .  T h is  i s  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  
th e  s a c r a l  k in g ,  a  v i t a l  e le m e n t o f  th e  m y th o lo g ie s  o f  
th e  a n c i e n t  w o r ld , a p p e a r in g  i n  G re e k , G erm an ic , and 
C e l t i c  m yth a s  w e l l  a s  th e  C h r i s t i a n .  In  th e  a n c ie n t  
m y th o lo g ie s  su c h  a  f i g u r e  h a s  a r o l e  f a r  m ore p h y s i c a l  
th a n  s p i r i t u a l ,  f o r  h i s  c h a rg e  and h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i s  th e  p h y s i c a l  w e l l - b e in g  o f  h i s  k ingdom . S a c r a l  
k in g s h ip  i s  b u i l t  e x p l i c i t l y  on th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
betw een  th e  k in g  and h i s  k ingdom , and in  a n c ie n t  
c u l t u r e s  i s  m a n i f e s t  c h i e f l y  th ro u g h  f e r t i l i t y .  The 
k in g  i s  th e  husband  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  and on h i s  v i r i l i t y  
and h i s  p o te n c y  d ep en d s  i t s  f e r t i l i t y .  Such a m o t if  i s  
m ost m a n i f e s t  i n  th e  C e l t i c  i d e a l  o f  th e  W aste L and , 
th e  b a r r e n n e s s  t h a t  f o l lo w s  th e  w ounding o r  th e  i l l n e s s  
o f  th e  k in g .  The a n c i e n t  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  maimed k in g  o r  
wounded k in g  w hich  d e v e lo p s  from  C e l t i c  le g e n d  and i s  
a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  th e  g r a i l  s t o r y  i s  th e  s a c r a l  k in g  
ro b b ed  o f  h i s  p o te n c y .  A ra g o rn , l i k e  G a la h a d , l i k e  
A r th u r  a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  i s  th e  p o s i t i v e  o f  
t h i s  f i g u r e ,  t h e  h e a l in g  k in g  who r e s t o r e s  th e  w a s te  
la n d  and  b r in g s  renew ed v i t a l i t y  w ith  h i s  r e i g n .
L i t t l e  e f f o r t  i s  need ed  to  u n d e rs ta n d  how t h i s  
m o t i f  was t r a n s l a t e d  from  th e  m a t e r i a l  and  p h y s i c a l  
re n e w a l o f  th e  C e l t i c  myth t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  r e b i r t h  
h e ra ld e d  by C h r i s t  i n  C h r i s t i a n  m y th o lo g y . Knowing t h i s  
p a t t e r n ,  T o lk ie n  f i t  A rag o rn  i n t o  i t ,  b u t h e ld  him  t o  
th e  p h y s i c a l  re a lm  so  t h a t  he  w ould evoke th e  l e s s e r  
f i g u r e s  o f  A r th u r  and G a la h a d , and  th ro u g h  them  g e s t u r e  
to w ard  C h r i s t  r a t h e r  th a n  d i r e c t l y  p r e s e n t in g  h im . 
A ra g o rn 's  re n e w a l i s  l a r g e l y  on th e  p h y s i c a l  and 
m a t e r i a l  l e v e l ,  and h a s  l e s s  t o  do w ith  s p i r i t u a l  
s a l v a t i o n  th a n  w ith  th e  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  g o v e rn in g , 
m a r ry in g , h a v in g  c h i l d r e n ,  p r o v id in g  th e  c o u n tr y  w ith  a 
s t r u c t u r e  and a  d i r e c t i o n .  A ra g o rn 's  r e - p l a n t i n g  o f  th e  
W hite  T re e ,  h i s  u n io n  w ith  Arwen, th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
a la w fu l  s u c c e s s io n ,  th e  re n e w a l th ro u g h  h i s  o f f i c e  o f  
th e  w ho le  o f  M id d le - e a r th ,  a r e  t h e  o ld  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  
s a c r a l  k in d ,  a s  C h r i s t  i s  th e  new.
W ith o u t d o u b t ,  t h e  l i k e l i e s t  s a v io u r  c a n d id a te  i s  
F ro d o , w hose s t a t e d  m is s io n  i s  to  d e s t r o y  th e  R ing and 
th u s  s a v e  M id d le - e a r th  and  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  And h e re  
t h e  p a r a l l e l s  t o  C h r i s t ,  t h e  a l l u s i o n s  t o  th e  s t o r y  o f  
th e  G o s p e ls ,  a r e  c l e a r ,  and  p ro b a b ly  d e l i b e r a t e .  T h e re  
i s  no d o u b t t h a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ich  F ro d o  u n d e rg o e s , 
th e  t r i a l s ,  th e  to r m e n ts  —  a l l  o f  w hich  c o n t r i b u t e  
t h e m a t i c a l l y  t o  h i s  f u n c t io n  i n  t h e  s t o r y  —  a r e  
re m in d e r s  o f  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  and o r d e a l s  o f  C h r i s t .  
A b s ta c te d  from  th e  n a r r a t i v e ,  th e  l i s t  i s  im p r e s s iv e :  
A lth o u g h  F ro d o  v o l u n t a r i l y  a ssu m es th e  b u rd en  o f  th e  
R in g , he  f e e l s  a s  i f  "som e o th e r  w i l l "  i s  u s in g  h im . 
[8 ]  He h a s  a  l a s t  s u p p e r  w ith  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  b e fo r e  
s e t t i n g  o u t  on h i s  jo u r n e y .  He s u f f e r s  f i v e  w ounds, one 
a  blow  i n  th e  s i d e  w ith  a  s p e a r ,  one  a  l a c e r a t i o n  w ith  
t h o r n s .  He h a s  a  moment i n  a  g a rd e n  w here he  t r i e s  to  
r e l i n q u i s h  h i s  b u rd en  and be r e l e a s e d  from  h i s  d e s t i n y .  
He u n d e rg o e s  te m p ta t io n  i n  th e  w i ld e r n e s s .  He i s  
b e t r a y e d  by one o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  H is  way i s  d o lo r o u s ,  
h i s  a s c e n t  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in  p a i n f u l ;  h e  i s  b u rd en d  w ith  
a  heavy  c r o s s .  H is  s u r r e n d e r  o f  h im s e l f  a t  t h e  end i s  
t o t a l .
Beyond th e s e  s p e c i f i c s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  T o lk ie n  h a s  
g iv e n  F ro d o  f i t s  t h e  p a rad ig m  o f  C h r i s t ;  h e  i s
c e r t a i n l y  th e  m ost C h r i s t l i k e  o f  a l l  T o lk i e n 's  s a v io u r  
f i g u r e s .  He i s  a  b e lo v e d  m a s te r ,  p a t i e n t  i n  s u f f e r i n g ,  
s t e r n  i n  r i g h te o u s n e s s ,  f o r g iv in g  o f  h i s  e n e m ie s , o r  a t  
l e a s t  o f  th e  c l o s e s t  enemy —  G ollum . He i s  a  w i l l i n g  
s a c r i f i c e .  B o th  i n  te rm s  o f  e v e n t  and i n  te rm s  o f  
c h a r a c t e r ,  F r o d o 's  s t o r y  w ould seem t o  f i t  p e r f e c t l y  
i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r ,  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y .  B ut h e r e in  l i e s  
T o l k i e n 's  s t r e n g th  a s  a  m yth m aker and  a s  a  w eaver o f  
t a l e s .  F o r th e  e v e n ts  and  th e  c h a r a c t e r  c a n n o t be 
d iv id e d  from  th e  n a r r a t i v e  w ith o u t  d o in g  damage t o  b o th  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and th e  s t o r y .  T o lk ie n  m eans t o  rem ind  
th e  r e a d e r ,  th ro u g h  F ro d o , o f  C h r i s t .  B ut he  j u s t  a s  
s u r e ly  m eans f o r  h i s  r e a d e r  t o  be  a b le  t o  t e l l  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  them . T h is  i s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  
n a r r a t i v e ,  and  i t s  p o ig n a n c e .
F o r t h e  u n d e r ly in g  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  p a r a l l e l s  i s  to  
u n d e rs c o re  th e  f a c t  t h a t  F ro d o  i s  n o t  C h r i s t ,  t h a t  he  
i s  ( l i t e r a l l y )  to o  s m a ll  f o r  th e  b u rd en  h e  h a s  t o  
c a r r y ,  t h a t  i n  th e  end he  f a i l s .  By d e l i b e r a t e l y  
p la c in g  th e  b u rd e n s  o f  C h r i s t  on th e  s h o u ld e r s  o f  
som eone who i s  n o t  b ig  enough t o  b e a r  th em , T o lk ie n  
m akes h i s  s t o r y  im m ensely  m ov ing , r e s o n a n t  i n  i t s  
im p l i c a t i o n s ,  and  c o n s id e r a b ly  m ore m odern th a n  we 
m ig h t a t  f i r s t  e x p e c t .  U n lik e  E a r e n d i l ,  u n l i k e  G a n d a lf , 
u n l i k e  A ra g o rn , F ro d o  i s  a  f a i l e d  h e r o ,  and  a s  su ch  he 
s p e a k s  d i r e c t l y  t o  an  ag e  im m ersed i n  d o u b t ,  an  age  
w hich  w an ts  b e l i e f  b u t  c a n n o t t r u s t  i t ,  an  ag e  w hich 
s tu m b le s  i n t o  d i s b e l i e f  a t  e v e ry  t u r n  o f  modern l i f e .
B ut l i k e  A ra g o rn , F ro d o  f i t s  a  l a r g e r  p a t t e r n ,  one 
w hich  a l l i e s  him  w ith  C h r i s t  b u t j u s t  a s  much w ith  
o t h e r ,  s i m i l a r  f i g u r e s  i n  th e  m y th ic  p a s t .  F o r  he  to o  
d e r i v e s  from  th e  a n c i e n t  h e ro  t r a d i t i o n ,  and h a s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  w ith  th e  f i g u r e  o f  th e  wounded 
k in g .  F r o d o 's  s i z e  and  h o b b i t  o r i g i n s  cam o u flag e  h i s  
a r c h e t y p a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  a s  much a  p a r t  
o f  him  a s  th e y  a r e  o f  A ra g o rn , and f o r  th e  same 
r e a s o n s .  L ik e  A ra g o rn , F rodo  i s  o f  m ixed a n c e s t r y ;  
th ro u g h  th e  f a b u lo u s  B e lla d o n n a  Took he h a s  a s t r a i n  o f  
f a i r y ,  and  so  i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  h a l f - e l v e n  E a r e n d i l ,  to  
A ra g o rn , in d e e d  t o  a l l  th e  h e ro s  o f  m yth and  le g e n d  who 
a r e  b o rn  o f  a  n a t u r a l  and  s u p e r n a tu r a l  u n io n .
And, l i k e  A ra g o rn , F ro d o  i s  an  a v a t a r  o f  th e  
f i g u r e  o f  th e  s a c r a l  k in g ,  a  b r in g e r  o f  p e a c e , 
p r o s p e r i t y ,  and f e r t i l i t y .  H is  name i s  even  more 
r e v e a l in g  o f  h i s  f u n c t io n  th a n  i s  G a n d a l f 's  o f  h i s  
i m p l i c i t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The name F rodo  o r  F ro d i  i s  
one p ro m in e n t i n  n o r th e r n  E u ro p ean  myth and le g e n d .  I t  
i s  th e  name o f  s e v e r a l  k in g s  and  h e r o e s ,  th e  m ost 
n o ta b l e  o f  whom a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  P ro s e  Edda a s  a  b r in g e r  
o f  a  t im e  o f  p e a c e  and  p r o s p e r i t y  known a s  " F r o d i 's  
P e a c e ,"  a  tim e  when men w ere  so  u n g reed y  and  u n w a rlik e  
t h a t  a  g o ld  r i n g  la y  u n p r o te c te d  on G n ita  h e a th  and no 
one presum ed t o  ta k e  i t .  T h is  K ing F ro d i  seem s t o  be a 
c o u n te r  p a r t  o f  th e  N o rse  god F r e y r ,  one o f  th e  o l d e s t  
o f  th e  pagan  f e r t i l i t y  g ods o f  n o r th e r n  E u ro p e . One o f  
F r e y r 's  e p i t h e t s  i s  in n  f r o d i . " t h e  f r u i t f u l , "  and b o th  
f i g u r e s  may be  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  same p r i n c i p l e .  [9 ]  The 
N o rse  w ord f r o d r . u s u a l ly  t r a n s l a t e d  " f r u i t f u l , " o r  
" w is e " ,  p ro b a b ly  d e r i v e s  from  th e  In d o -E u ro p e a n  r o o t  
p r a - . " w is e ,  w e l l - t r a v e l e d , "  b u t d u r in g  th e  M idd le  Ages 
was a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  e x p re s s e d  in  
t h e  In d o -E u ro p e a n  r o o t  p r i - , " t o  l o v e , "  and b o th  w ere 
a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  F r e y r  and F r o d i .
I t  seem s c l e a r  t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  c h o ic e  o f  F ro d o  a s  
t h e  name o f  h i s  h o b b i t - h e r o  was d e l i b e r a t e ,  and 
in te n d e d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  F ro d o  w ith  a l l  th e s e  f i g u r e s .  B ut 
i t  i s  j u s t  a s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  n e g a t iv e  
r a t h e r  th a n  p o s i t i v e ,  in te n d e d  t o  b r in g  p o ig n a n c e  t o  
F r o d o 's  f a i l u r e .  F o r he  i s  t h a t  m ost m oving o f  h e ro  
t y p e s ,  one  w hose s a c r i f i c e  b e n e f i t s  e v e ry o n e  b u t 
h im s e l f ,  one  who, i n  s a v in g  th e  w o rld  ( a s  F ro d o  d o es
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th ro u g h  Sam and G ollum ) lo s e s  i t .  A ragorn  th e  h e a le r , 
F rodo  th e  wounded f ig u r e , b o th  e v o c a tiv e  o f  C h r is t ,  
s h a re  betw een  them  th e  ren ew a l o f M id d le -e a r th .
Of a l l  T o lk ie n 's  s a v io u r s , F rodo  a lo n e  lo s e s  
e v e ry th in g . He u n d erg o es a s p i r i t u a l  d e a th  w ith  no 
p ro m ise  o f  r e b i r t h .  The p a r a l l e l  w ith  C h r is t so  
m oving ly  su g g e s te d  b re a k s  down a t  t h i s  p o in t . B oth 
F rodo  and C h r is t o f f e r  th e m se lv e s  and a r e  u s e d . C h r is t 
em erges w hole and tr a n s f ig u r e d . F ro d o  d o es n o t. He 
lo s e s  h im s e lf , lo s e s  h is  shadow , lo s e s  th e  R ing  a t  th e  
c lim a c tic  moment a t  th e  C rack s o f  Doom w here he 
succum bs to  te m p ta tio n  (b u t a f t e r  how lo n g  and 
d e s p e ra te  a  s t r u g g le ! ) ,  and  su d d en ly  becom es s in n in g  
Adam, n o t red eem in g  C h r is t .  N o th in g  i s  p ro m ised  him  in  
reco m p en se , n o th in g  g iv e n . He i s  m o rta l man who w il l  
d ie ,  n o t know ing w hat com es n e x t.
E ach o f th e s e  f ig u r e s  f a l l s  s h o r t o f th e  p arad ig m  
in  some w ay, b u t p r e c is e ly  b ecau se  th e y  f a l l  s h o r t , 
b ecau se  th e y  a r e  p a r t  o f T o lk ie n ’ s  own s to ry  and n o t o f 
th e  C h r is tia n  s to r y , th e y  can  su g g e s t th e  l a t t e r  and 
en h an ce  i t s  m eaning and la r g e n e s s . The c e n tr a l  e v e n t 
o n ly  h ap p en s o n c e . And u l t im a te ly , T o lk ie n 's  m ythology  
i s  n o t, a s  L ew is ' e m p h a tic a lly  i s ,  a  r e - t e l l i n g  o f th e  
J u d e o -C h r is tia n  m y th o s. I t  i s  in te n d e d  to  com plem ent 
C h r is t i a n i ty ,  to  t r a n s la t e  i t s  m eaning b u t n o t i t s  
p lo t ,  in to  an  im a g in a tiv e  w o rld .
T o lk ie n  seem s to  be s u g g e s tin g  t h a t ,  C h r is t o r  no 
C h r is t ,  th e  l i g h t  i s  th e r e  i f  one w an ts to  f in d  i t .  In  
h is  w o rld  th e  F a l l ,  th e  s e p a ra tio n  from  G od, from  th e  
l i g h t ,  i s  a  g ra d u a l p ro c e s s . I t  i s  a  seq u en ce  o f many 
in d iv id u a l d e c is io n s , e ach  w ith  i t s  c o n se q u e n c e s , none 
i r r e v e r s a b le .  The p ro c e s s  i s  c o n tin u a l, en co m p assin g  
b o th  f a l l  and red em p tio n  a s  p a r t s  o f a  w h o le . We m ig h t 
say  th a t  T o lk ie n 's  w o rld  i s  f a l l i n g  r a th e r  th a n  f a l l e n ,  
th a t  i t  i s  dynam ic r a th e r  th a n  s t a t i c ,  and t h a t ,  s in c e  
i t  em p h asizes t r a n s i t io n  r a th e r  th a n  t r a n s a c t io n , no 
one a c t  w i l l  buy back  a l l  th a t  h a s  been  l o s t .
T h u s, by n o t r e t e l l i n g  th e  e v e n ts  o f th e  
C h r is tia n  s to r y , T o lk ie n  le a v e s  h is  re a d e r  f r e e  to  f in d  
them  a t  w i l l ,  f r e e  to  make a s s o c ia t io n s , a p p ly  
in t e r p r e ta t i o n s ,  b r in g  to  b e a r on th e  s to r y  w h a tev e r 
seem s p e rs o n a lly  m ost v i t a l  and im m ed ia te . T o lk ie n 's  
m ythos i s  a  m ir ro r , r e f le c t in g  a t  a  d is ta n c e  th e  them es 
and a c tio n s  o f  many m y th o lo g ie s , b u t le a v in g  a t  th e  
c e n te r  a  sp a c e  f o r  h is  a u d ie n c e  to  s e e  i t s e l f ,  and th u s  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  s to r y .
NOTES
[1 ] The A m erican H e rita g e  D ic tio n a ry , e d . W illiam
M o rris  (New Y ork: A m erican H e rita g e  P u b lis h in g  C o .,
1 9 7 0 ).
[2 ]  J .R .R . T o lk ie n , The L e tte r s  o f  J .R .R . T o lk ie n , e d .
Humphrey C a rp e n te r w ith  C h ris to p h e r  T o lk ie n  (B o sto n : 
H oughton M if f l in  C o ., 1 9 8 1 ), p .1 7 2 . S u b seq u en t page
re f e re n c e s  w il l  be c i te d  p a r a n th e t ic a l ly  in  th e  te x t  
w ith  th e  a b b re v ia tio n  TLOT.
[3 ] J .R .R . T o lk ie n , The S i lm a r i l l io n . e d . C h ris to p h e r
T o lk ie n  (B o sto n : H oughton M if f l in  C o ., 1 9 7 7 ), p p .
2 4 8 -2 4 9 . S u b seq u en t page re f e re n c e s  w i l l  be c i te d  
p a r a n th e tic a lly  in  th e  t e x t  w ith  th e  a b b re v ia tio n  TS.
[4 ]  Humphrey C a rp e n te r , T o lk ie n : A B io g rap h y  (B o sto n : 
H oughton M if f l in  C o ., 1 9 7 7 ), p . 6 4 .
[5 ] Ja c o b  Grimm, T e u to n ic  M ytho logy , t r a n s .  Jam es
S tev en  S ta l ly b r a s s . 4 V o ls . (New Y ork : D over
P u b lic a tio n s , I n c . ,  1 9 6 6 ), V o l. I ,  p . 3 7 5 . S u b seq u en t 
page re f e re n c e s  w i l l  be c i te d  p a r a n th e t ic a l ly  in  th e  
te x t  w ith  th e  a b b re v ia tio n  GTM.
[6 ] S n o rr i S tu r lu s o n , The P ro se  E dda. t r a n s .  Je a n  
Young (B e rk e le y : U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lif o r n ia  P re s s , 1 9 6 5 ),
p p . 4 1 -4 2 .
[7 ] J .R .R . T o lk ie n , U n fin ish e d  T a le s  o f  Numenor and 
M id d le -e a r th , e d . C h ris to p h e r  T o lk ie n  (B o s to n : H oughton 
M if f l in  C o ., 1 9 8 0 ), p . 3 9 1 .
[8 ] J .R .R . T o lk ie n , The L ord  o f th e  R in g s . 3 V o ls . (New 
Y ork: B a lla n tin e  B ooks, 1 9 6 5 ), V o l. I ,  p . 3 5 4 .
[9 ] H ild a  E l l i s  D av id so n , Gods and M yths o f  N o rth e rn  
E urope (H arm onsw orth , E n g .: P en g u in  B ooks, L td .,  1 9 6 4 ), 
p p . 1 0 3 -1 0 4 .
SU BM ISSIO N S
M y th lo re  a c t iv e ly  s e e k s  su b m iss io n s  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  
a r t ,  l e t t e r s  o f  com m ent, p o e try , re v ie w s  and o th e r  
r e le v a n t m a te r ia l .  S ee page 2 f o r  th e  a d d re s s e s  o f  th e  
a p p ro p r ia te  e d i to r s  when m aking su b m is s io n s .
A ll w r it te n  su b m is s io n s , in c lu d in g  a r t i c l e s ,  
co lu m n s, l e t t e r s ,  p o e try  and re v ie w s  m ust be i n  one o f 
tw o fo rm s:
(1 )  T y p e -w ritte n  su b m iss io n s  m ust be d o u b le  sp a c e d . 
Two c o p ie s  sh o u ld  be s u b m itte d , in c lu d in g  th e  o r i g in a l .
(2 )  S u b m issio n s done on a  w o rd -p ro c e s so r m ust be 
in  co lum ns e x a c tly  4 1 /2 "  w ide w ith  b o th  r i g h t  and l e f t  
hand m arg in s j u s t i f i e d ,  e l i t e  ty p e - f a c e , s in g le  sp a c e d , 
w ith  d o u b le  sp a c in g  betw een  p a ra g ra p h s  o r  in d e n te n te d  
q u o ta t io n s . F o o tn o te s , b ib l io g r a p h ie s , and w orks c i te d  
s e c t io n s  m ust be s in g le  sp a c e d .
S u b m issio n s sh o u ld  be done on a  d a is y  w heel 
p r in te r  o r  d o t m a trix  p r in te r  w ith  l e t t e r  q u a l i ty  
re p ro d u c tio n . The o r ig in a l  r a th e r  th a n  a  x e ro x  copy 
m ust be s e n t .
T h is  form  o f  su b m iss io n  sa v e s  M y th lo re  tim e  and 
money and in  e f f e c t  r e p r e s e n ts  a  m u c h -a p p re c ia te d  
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  S o c ie ty , and i s  s tr o n g ly  en co u rag ed  
w henever p o s s ib le .
The p re f e re d  s t y le  o f a r t i c l e s  i s  th e  MLA 
H andbook, e x c e p t th a t  s h o r t  c i t a t i o n s  su ch  a s  ib i d . .
t i t . , and a u th o r  and page num ber, be in c o rp o ra te d  
in  p a re n th e s e s  in  th e  t e x t .  Any a d d it io n a l q u e s tio n s  
c o n c e rn in g  su b m iss io n s  sh o u ld  be a d d re s se d  to  th e  
e d i t o r .
ART SUBMISSIONS
S u b m issio n s o f a r t  a r e  s tro n g ly  en co u rag ed  and 
re q u e s te d . They may be d raw in g s o f  s c e n e s  fro m , o r  
th e m a tic  tr e a tm e n ts  o f ,  th e  w orks o f  T o lk ie n , L ew is, 
a n d /o r  W illia m s , a s  w e ll a s  g e n e ra l tr e a tm e n ts  o f 
f a n t a s t i c  and m y th o lo g ic a l th em es. A rt sh o u ld  be 4 1 /2 "  
w ide and from  1 to  5 1 /2 "  t a l l .  F u ll  page a r t  sh o u ld  be 
7 1 /2 "  w ide by 10" t a l l .  A d d ress in q u i r i e s  to  th e  A rt 
E d ito r  (s e e  page 2 fo r  a d d re s s ) .
Errata
The c o n tin u a tio n  n o te  f o r  P au l N olan H y d e 's  colum n 
was in a d v e r ta n t ly  l e f t  o f f  page 1 8 . I t  sh o u ld  be n o ted  
th a t  th e  colum n i s  c o n tin u e d  on page 2 3 .
The A s s o c ia te  E d ito r  p ro fu s e ly  a p o lo g iz e s  to  
A le x e i K o n d ra tie v  f o r  m is s p e llin g  h is  name th ro u g h o u t 
th e  is s u e .
The E d ito r s  r e g r e t  a  p r i n t e r 's  e r r o r  w hich o m itte d  
th e  to p  p o r tio n  o f  th e  c o v e r a r t  o f  th e  l a s t  i s s u e , and 
p la n  to  r e p r in t  th e  a r t  a s  an  i n t e r i o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  in  
a  f u tu r e  is s u e .
